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If you are interested in learning more about a 
charitable gift annuity, please call Director of 
Development Pat Moline at 618/453-4947or go online 
at: siufgiving.org. 
* SIU FOUNDATION 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































RMS Queen Mary. 
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SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 





































































































Virtuoso Organist Stephen Hamilton Continues 















































































































































































































































ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR  AND HAMILTON FAMILY  FACULTY FELLOW  OF FINANCE, COLLEGE OF  BUSINESS 




















































































































































































































































r  rom Keyser stood on a chair in the gym of his rented townhouse, a rope tied around his neck. Once he had shown such promise as a 
baseball player that the Baltimore Orioles drafted him 
in 1967. At the time, he was the father of three who had 
lost his marriage, his home, and was about to lose his 
law license. All he had to do was take one small step and 














It's another late morning for Tom. He feels his way 
around the house, as the electricity has been cut off He 
sneaks out to his neighbor's yard and steals the Sunday 
newspaper. Since his water has also been cut off, Tom 
takes his neighbor's garden hose and uses it to give 
himself a shower in the yard. He's got no car, so he rides 
his son's bicycle to the gas station to pick up a quart of 





It's 1982, and Tom is playing Softball for the San 
Antonio Blue. Life is good. He's making good money 
working for a local law firm and is married to his college 
sweetheart, Harriet. He's got three beautiful children, 
a home in Oak Hills, and a Porsche in the driveway. 
San Antonio Blue is a hard-partying group with lots 
to celebrate, being on their way to what would be nine 
consecutive state championships. 
The Blues Brothers are popular at the time, and Tom's 
teammates wager him $500 that he won't dress up as 
Jake Blues (John Belushi's character) and dance at the 
next San Antonio Spurs game. So the bet's on. On his way 
to the game, after a few drinks and some pot smoking, he 
is offered some cocaine for the first time. He's 35. People 
later tell him that his "Soul Man" choreography is spot-
on, and he wins the bet. Tom might have looked like he 
was on a mission from God, but his descent into Hell was 
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Septeml  iraV­Jls; 
The SIU graduate was featured on the cover of 
San Antonio Lawyer magazine last year. 
smoke; but for the help of others and his own resolve, 
he would be among their ranks today... if not dead. 
In 1989, Tom looked toward the Gulf from the beach 
in Port Aransas. After along night of partying, he'd left 
the Porsche out on the beach too close to the water, and 
the high tide had gotten it. A $20,000 vehicle was ruined. 
A minor loss compared to some of the others. In 1984, he 
was arrested for possession of cocaine and sentenced to 
community service: build a baseball park at Old Blanco 
Park, which he did. The judge also told him to get help, 
which he didn't. Instead, Tom decided that the thing to 
do was kick the cocaine habit by using crystal meth, 
instead, so then the speed addiction took hold. 
He had previously served on the grievance committee, 
but after the cocaine arrest, the grievance committee was 
coming after him. In 1986, Harriet divorced him. In 1988, 
he filed bankruptcy. Unbeknownst to Tom at the time, he 
had more than $200,000 in IRS debt gaining penalties 
and interest every day. Another thing that was yet to 
come was his arrest on Mother's Day weekend in 1990 
for passing bad checks, where he was handcuffed by the 
police while his son, Mike, watched. Then there would 
be the suspension of his law license, where he physically 
handed his bar card and law license over to the clerk of the 












There were other preparations for an early death 
during that lost decade. The deer rifle and shotgun 
stayed loaded and were often pointed where they 
shouldn't be, but it looked like Tom was going to opt for 
the slow suicide of so many drug addicts. But he got a 
call from an old friend, whom he refers to as an angel, 
inviting him for coffee and a trip to a local chapter of 
Alcoholics Anonymous. 
Tom found a lot of laughter and caring at the meeting, 
with the plea to "keep coming back." With the help of his 
sister, who gave him a place to stay and loaned him a 
car to go to the meetings, he kept coming back. He has 








Of course, life isn't as simple as just getting sober 
and living happily ever after. Six months into his 
sobriety, Tom finds out about the IRS 
debt and was still suspended from 
practicing law. These problems paled in 
comparison to the broken relationships 
that needed healing. But he stayed 
the course, kept going to the meetings, 
and started taking care of business. 
He completed an offer in compromise 
with the tax man and repaid friends, 
family, and business associates another 
$100,000. He regained his law license 
and was even reappointed to the 
grievance committee. 
In 1994, Tom started playing 
baseball again. He also repaired 
the relationship with his former wife, 
Harriet, and his now-adult kids. He 
attended their graduation ceremonies, 
weddings, and swore his son, Shane, into 
the law profession. In 2002, he married 
Constance Lindsey, and in 2014, took his entire extended 
and blended family -15 in all - to San Diego, where 
they enjoyed a Padres game together. 































































































































- Krah is a reporter for the Elkhart Truth, 
where some portions of this story originally 
appeared. 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































continued on page 42 

































































earn  you  that  next  great  getaway  vacation  or 
a  gift  card  to your  favorite  restaurant,  it  helps 
support the SIU Alumni Association's programs 
and services. 
441E  DDDD  0000  0000 
4412 
CARD 




























































































































Tim Hastings earned his bachelor of science 
in journalism at SIU in 1976. He is a freelance 























































































A S S O C I A T I O N  
Visit www.siualumni.com or call 618/453­2408 for more information 




























































































































































































































































































































































If you are interested in establishing or 
funding opportunities for SIU students, 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































Tom speaks to young lawyers and law 
students about career killers. In 2009, he 
and a friend, Tim Langanke, produced the 
mini-documentary, 'Tom's Story,"detailing 
his addiction problems and his road back to 
sobriety. It is shown in continuing education 
circles and to anyone else it can inspire. 
He practices family law and criminal law, 
and uses his personal experiences in both to 
counsel clients. It's not recommended as a marketing tool, but 
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Come for the Wine. Stay for the Experience 
Southern IHinois' Premier Vacation Destination 


















































































































HEIDI  FRON  '75  has joined 




























































































III.  " I  hope 









C i r cu i t  Cou r t  J udge  WILLIAM 
HUDSON  j .D.  '04 .  































No Zip Code. 
"We got together to 
make a record of songs 
we l iked the sound of... things we'd want to  l isten to ourselves, the 
kind of music we l ike," Murphy explains. "Kenny's got great ears, and 
I kept sending him demos. One day, he said,  ' I   think we should go 
make a record.'" 
The Herrin,  III. ,  native recently joined Chesney on stage for the 
opening night of Chesney's 2015 The Big Revival Tour in Nashvil le. 









































































has published The Best of Both 

































executive at Portland's Fox aff i l iate. 
Longtime Benton (III.) 
Super in tendent  KELLY 



























































































































































tha t  he  and h is  w i fe ,  VALERI 



























































































































































































































































RANDY NELSON '09 ,  M.S .  
'15 has been named treasurer of 
East Alton, III.  "I 've been a f ireman 
for close to 32 years. When I 
continued my education, my plan 



























































































































Alumni listed in maroon are SIU 
Alumni Association members. 



















"The Great Wall was awesome. 
The Terracotta museum is truly the 
eighth wonder of the world, and it 





















A S S O C I A T I O N  
siualumni.com/travel 
iu ALUMNI 
A S S O C I A T I O N  
ARE YOU A MEMBER? 
Check the mailing label above. You're missing out on three 
more issues of this magazine if you're not a memeber. 
MEMBERSHIP SUPPORTS: 
TRADITION 
• Funding for $150,000 in student 
scholarships each year, including the 
Legacy Scholarship, which helps 
family of alumni attend SI U 
• Reunions and events that bring 
together alumni, students and 
friends of the University 
PRIDE 
• Chapters, clubs and groups that 
share the story of SIU nationwide 
• Special offers on apparel and ge 
to show you're a proud Saluki 
OPPORTUNITY 
• Students networking with other 
alumni and earning career 
experience as externs 
• Member benefits, like access to 
professional development webinars 
and hundreds of retail discounts 
across the country 
ALUMNI 
Type FALLMACAZINE15 into the 
appeal code field in the online 
form, and get this maroon SIU 
Alumni scarf as a special gift.  JOIN ONLINE 
siualumni.com/join 
